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Subject* 


Certain Considerations Respecting the Death of S talin 


l&ara is no need to stress the risks that the OS amOd 
in«r by Uklng pn ,«aplt»t» Mti* »ith napect to tha d«th of SUIta 
«4 tb. nOaUd npoalUooing of tb« Scrt.t ralin* cliqm. «, 

«U1 bo fully coverod by tho poodlns »C ootiaato (SJ5-»). 

I an leas confident that the lie mil hi g hli g ht suffi- 
the rltks attendant upon inaction the OS with respect to 
these events, % personal views are as follows; 


Owr estimate as to the power* balance between the us and 
the USSR as of this date can be given with each acre confidence than any 
attest to project that power balance into the future — even over the 
short range, aay to 1955- As of today, we can say with acne confidence 
that the IS is stronger than the USSR and would be victorious if war 


brake out Wraw. lb* US margin of superiority Spends prWily 

«i*m (a) its atomic stockpile, (b)fita strategic Air Force, and (c) 
its broad economic base. < Srv- 


A second point which is mere debatable, but which to ay 
mind is equally dear, is that the power position of the USSR vis-a-vis 
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the OS bus been 4a paired by tbs death of Stalin. It is, of course, 
entirely possible that the present rulers of the Soviet Union will be 
able to continue their dictatorial rale at braes and abroad, but their 
capability to do so without falling out remains te be proved. The 
less of Stalin — the sysrbol and the man — cannot be glossed over as 
inconsequential . 

is respects oar estimates on the future poser position 
of tbs US vs. the CSSS, they all sees te possess ons eoamen features 
we can not state wi^h any assurance that the US will be able to maintain 
its present margin of superiority. There say well be a saturation point 
with respect to our atomic superiority — « particularly if and when the 
USSE solves the secret of the hydrogen bomb. The development of tie 
Soviet Long-Set go Air Force will not have to surpass or even equal 
ear own Strategic fir Force in order to pose a threat of critical nature 
te the continental tS. The relative build-up of the Soviet and Soviet - 
Mac economies must, be weighed in the light of the USSR'e willingness 
to devote much higher percentages of its total production to direct and 
indirect military end uses. 

Under these circumstances, US policy makers should weigh 
carefully the grave risks inherent in permitting the new rulers of the 
Soviet Union to consolidate their position without some affirmative 
attempt m the part of the US to use the existing situation m an occasion 
to Taegotiate frees strength**. 

One ton not "negotiate from strength* without risk, unless 
one has an overwhelming superiority in war-making potential. X m aware 

WW J? i. V., i i 
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of no US prograta haring me Its objective the astablisbssent ©? such 
anteriority on the part of the US and it* allies. Indeed, It is 
debatable whether current programs of the OS and it* alllea are euffi- 
cleat to aaintaln our present Fair gin of superiority. 

If this Is so, there Is no riskless course of action open 
te us. Moreover, the course of action canying the least iswedi&ts risk 
(namely, taking no affirmative action at this tiros with reject to the 
USSR) nay well be the roost dangerous as respects the ultimate security 
of the IB (if It pemlts the uSSH to wipe out, or even to reverse, the 
(B*a margin of superiority). 

Perhaps the strongest argument Supporting the view that 
the VS should refrain fro® affirmative steps with respect to the USIB 
daring th® next few months Is that, if left to themselves, the Soviet 
ruling clique will fall out and Soviet Imperialism will suffer an 
internal collapse. WLih respect to this proposition it should be noted 
that the entire history of the Soviet Union contradicts it. In 1919, 
i a, the 1930s, in the 191*09, and, generally ainee the Soviet seisms of 
pewsr -- a* today — there has been a large body of opinion which held 
t© the view that Soviet power would disappear through internal collapse . 
Despite this substantial body of opinion, the military and economic: 
power of the ISSR I* higher than ever before . 

the real question for decision by the policy wakens is 
whether the risk inherent in basing our policy upon this outworn 
expectation of the dissolution of the Soviet Empire outweighs the risk 
«f affirmative action 'ey the US at a tins when it possesses a distinct 

Approved For Release 2000/09/14* ClA-RC^y^iOIIAOOl 00001 001 9-8 


Approved For Release 2^fe/11 : C1A-RDP79S0T011A001 00001 001 9-8 

-’tecfinty intcrmation 


Margin <©f paver superiority over the By action 

i# not Meant the application of military power, but rather the 
insis tence upon the negotiation of outstanding differences tilth an 
daplied or expressed this at to essploy that superior poser if our 

reasonable desands are not net. 

It is not the function of this «*»randa* to suggest 
the particular types of affirwative action which night be taken fey the 
IJS at this tine- The function of Intelligence is Halted to pointing 
oat that a failure to evolve such courses of action **y constitute a 
failu re to seise the ,! lsst clear chance* to avoid a ear with the IS® 
in which the US can not be assured of prevailing. 

IHth respect to the foregoing it should also be noted 
that a eolation to the probles of transfer of power In the Soviet felon 
fey the ruling clique will have a uajer psychological lapact upon world -J 
opinion. It has so often been said that the *s$or test of the Soviet 
ayst am would be its ability to survive the lose of Stalin, that a demon- 
stration of such ability wy well be accepted by inportant segaeafcs of 
the world as a final deneostraticn of Soviet invlndbil Ity . 


toras e. mossa 



4*** 
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